atti, 


“INTO THE 
CAUSES of DECLENSION in RELIGION, 
-.. With the MEANS of REVIVAL; 


CIRCULAR 
“MINISTERS and MESSENGERS * 


“BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
© Affembled at Oaxnam, May 17, 18, 1785: | 


Maintaining the important Doétrines of Three Perfons, in the 
Godhead; Eternal and. Perfonal Election ; the Original Guilt and 
Depravity of Mankind ; particular Redemption ; free Juftification by 
» the imputed Righteoufnefs.of Chrift; the invincible Efficacy of divine 
« Grace; the certain Perfeverance of the Saints in Grace to Glory; and 
- the Independency of the Churches inviolably. 


_ To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters from, 
“meeting at Sutton-Affifield, Nottingham, Sheepthead, Leicefter, 
 Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby,; Foxton, Clipftone, Oakham, Soham, 
Kettering,” Walgravey Northampton, Road, Olney, and St. 
* Alban’s; alfo to many Churches'not yet in this Affociation, 
who,” notwithftanding; ‘countenance it, by the Attendance of their 
‘Minifters and Memberst—- 
-. Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 
f Bia Ae the’ good hand of our God upon us, we met together 
J according to appointment, and enjoyed the pleafure of an agreeable 
interview with feveral of our dear friends and brethren in the Lord. We 
traft, alfo, that out God’ was with us in the different ftages of the oppor- 
tunity, The letters from the feveral churches, which were attended to 
the firit’eVéning of our meétilig together, afforded us matter for pain and 
pleafure. “Two of ‘the affotiate churches continue deftirute of the ftated 
' ‘Means of grace, others are triéd’ with things of an uncomfortable nature, 
‘and moft complain of the want of a {pirit of fervour and conftancy in the 
ways of God. ‘Yet,°on the other hand, we met with fome things which 
afforded” us of dur’ congregations are well attended; a 
Ipirit of Géfire afterthe’ word’is;' we think, upon’ the increafe ; nor are 
hope, ‘altogether’ in vain, as the work the ina 
converfion, 2 to ing on, tho not in inkances 


true Have td bewail bur own and other’s declenfions, yet 
We ate ‘Hor, ‘upon the whole, diftouraged. It ‘affords us no littletfatis- 
Aver in what’ wonsbly ‘prayer meetings which were 
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pofed in our letter of laft year, have been carried om, and how Gol 
has been evidently prefent in thofe meetings, ftirring up the hearts of his 
_ people to wreftle hard with him for the revival of his bleffed canfe. 
Though as to the number of members, there ts no increafe this year, 
but fomething of the contrary; yet a fpirit of prayer in fome meafure 
being poured out, more. than balances in our account for this defed, 
We cannot but hope, wherever we fee a fpirit of earneit prayer generally 
and perfeveringly prevail, that God has fome good in re erve, which, in 

his own time, he will gracioufly beftow. 
But while we rejoice to fee fuch a fpirit of united prayer, we muft-not 
ftop here, brethren, left in fo doing we ftop:fhort. If we would hope fo: 
the blefling of God upon us, there mult be added to this a /pirit of carne 
enquiry into the caufes of our declenfions, and an hearty defire and endeavor 
for their removal. When Ifrael could not go forward, but were {mitten 
by the men of Ai, Jofhua and the elders of the people profrated then. 
felves before the Lord. In this they did well; but this was not fufficien— 
Get thee up, faid the Lord to his fervant—wherefore lieft thou thus upon 
thy face? IJfrael hath finned—Up, fandtify the people—and fearch for 
the accurfed thing!———TThis, it 1s apprehended, is the cafe with us, a 
well as it was with lfrael; and this muft be our employment as well as 
theirs. With a view to aflift you, brethren, and ourfelves with you, in 
_ this very neceflary enquiry, we appropriate the prefent letter To Tus 
POINTING OUT OF SOME OF THOSE EVILS WHICH WE APPREHEND 
TO BE CAUSES OF THAT DECLENSION OF WHICH SO MANY COM: 

PLAIN, AND THE MEANS FOR THEIR REMOVAL. £ ; 

The frf thing that we fhall requeft you to make enquiry about is, 
whether there is not a great degree of contintedne/s with a mere fuperficial 
acquaintance with the go/pel, without entering into its sPiRiT and END; 
and «ubether this be mot one great caufe of the declenfion complained of.— 
In the apoftles time, and in all times, grace and peace have cver been 
multiplied by she knowledge of God; and in proportion as this has been | 
neglected, thofe have always declined. If we are fanctified dy she «word 
of truth, then as this word is received or difrelifhed, the work of fan@if- | 
cation muft be fuppofed to rife or fall. We may give a fort of idle affent ' 
to the truths of God, which amounts to littlé more than taking it‘for 
ranted that they are tsue, and thinking no more about them, unlel 
ebedy oppofes us: but this will not influence the heart and life, and 
yet it feems to be nearly the whole of what many attain to, or feek after. 
We maintain the dodtrine of one infinitely glorious God; but do we 
realize the amiablenefs, of his character? If, we did, we could not avoid 
Joving him with our jheart and foul, and mind and ftrength.—We hold 
the doctrine of the univerfal depravity of mankind; but b we enter 1nt0 
Atseval mature and awfal tendency? If we did the one, how much lowe 
thould we lie before God, and how much more should we be filled withs 
felf-loathing fpirit! If the csber, how fhould we feel for our fellow- 
fipners!, how earneft thould we be to ufe all means, and have all meats 
wied, if it might pleafe God thereby to pluck them as brands out of the 
| ‘We hold the doétrine of a trinity of perfons in the Godhead; 
“but. do we cordially enter into the lorious ceconomy of redemption 
wherein the conduct of the facred Three is moft glorioufly difplayed! 
Surely if we did, the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the lave of God 
“nd the commugion of the Holy Ghoft would be with us more than it Is= 


“We avow the doftrines of free, fovereign, and efficacious grace ; but do 


we generally feel the grace thercia difcovered? If we did; how low fhould 
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 ftitute them 


we lie! how grateful fhould be! We fhould feldom think of their 
fovereion and difcriminating nature without confidering how juitly God 
might have left us all to have had our own will, and followed our own 
ways; to have continued to increafe our malady, and defpife the aa , 
remedy! Did we properly enter into thefe fubjeéts, we could not thin 
of a great faviour, and a great falvation, without loathing ourfelves for 
being fuch great finners; nor of what God had done for, and “aes to 
us, without longing to give him our little all, and feeling an habitual 
defire to do fomething for him.—If we realized our redemption by the 
blood of Chrift, it would be natural for us to confider ourfelves as bought 
with a price, and therefore not our own; ‘* a price, all price beyond!” 
O could we enter into this, we fhould readily difcern the force and pro- 
iety of our body and fpirit being his; is indeed! dearly bought, and 
juftly due!—Finally, we all profefs to believe the vanity of this life and 
its enjoyments, and the infinitely fuperior value of that above; but do 
we indeed enter into thefe things? If we did, furely we fhould have 
more of heavenly mindednefs, and fiefs of criminal attachment to the 


world, 

It is owing, im a great degree, to this contentment with a fuperficial 
knowledge of things, without entering into the fpirit of them, that we 
fo often hear the truths of the gofpel fpoken of with a tone of difguft, 
calling them ‘* dry dofrines;’’ whereas gofpel truths, if preached in 
their native fimplicity, and received with underftanding and cordiality, 
are the grand fource of all well grounded confolation. We know of no 
confolation worth receiving but what arifes from the influence of truth 
upon the mind. Chrift’s words are jpirit and /jfe to them who hunger 
and thirft after them, or have a heart to live upon them; and could we 
but more thoroughly enter into this way of living, we fhould ‘find the 
doétrines of the gofpel inftead of being dry, to be what they were in the 
days of Mofes, who declared, My dofrine fhall drop as the rain, my /peech 
Shall diftil as the dew asthe Jmall rain upon the tender herb, and as the 
Joowers upon the graft.* © brethren, may it be our and your toncern 
not to float upon the furface of chriftianity, but to enter into the fpirit of 
it, For this caufe an apoftle bowed his knees to the Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, that we might comprehend the dreadth, and length, and 
depth, and height of things; and for rbis caufe we alfo with to bow our 
knees, knowing that it is by this, if at all, that we are filled with all the 
_ Another thing which we apprehend to be a great caufe of declenfion 
18, @ contentedne/s with prefent attainments, without afpiring after BMI- 
NENCE in grace and boline/s.—If we may judge of people’s thoughts and 
aims by the general tenor of their conduét, there feems to be much of a 
Contentment with about fo much religion as is thought neceflary to con- 
tute them good men, and that will juft fuffice to carry them to heaven ; 
without roca 5 by a courfe of more than ordinary fervices, to glorify 
God in their day and generation. We profefs to do what we do with a 
view to glorify God, and not to be faved by it; but is it fo indeed? Do ~ 
thefe things look like it? How is it too that the pofitive inftitutions of 
Chrift are treated with fo little regard? Whence is it that we hear fuch 
language as this fo often as we do—** Such aduty, and foch an ordinance, 
38 not effential to falvation—we may never be baptized in water, or be- 
come church members, and yet go to heaven as well as they that are.” 


dt is to befeared the old puritanical way of devoting ourfelves wholly 


® Deut, xxxii. 2, ™ + See Eph, iii, 14--19, 
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‘of our dependents, workmen, or neighbours, that we might {peak to, at 


‘plaints, without any real and abiding efforts'to have things otherwife? , 


“on What exertions and fervices for God are incumbent upon us., As ite 


feelings as we have heard {pok 
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to be the Lord’s, refigning up our bodies, fouls, gifts, time, property, 
with all we have and are to ferve him, and frequently renewing thefe 
covenants before him, is how awfully neglected. ‘This was to make g 
bufine/s of religion, a /ife’s qork, ‘and not merely an accidental affair, 
occuring but now and then, and what mult be attended to only when we 
can {pare time from other engagements. Few feem to aim, pray, and 
ftrive after eminent love to God and one another. Many appear to be 
contented if they can but remember the time when they had fuch love in 
exercife, and then tacking to it the notion of perfeverance without the 
thing, they go on and on, fatisfied it feems, if they do but make hif 
juit to get to heaven at lait, without much caring how. If we were ina 
proper fpirit, the queftion with us would not fo much be, what muf I do 
for God? as what can I do for God? A fervant that heartily loves his 
mafter, counts it a privilege to be employed by him, yea an 4onour to be 
intrafted with any of his cgncerns, | 

If it is enquired, what then is to be done? wherein in particular can 
we glorify God more than we have done? We anfwer by afking, Is there 
no room for amendment? Have we been fufficiently earneft and conflant 
in private prayer? Are there none of us that. have opportunities to fet 
apart particular times to pray for the effufion of the Holy Spirit? Canwe 
do no more than we have done in initruting our families, Are there none 


Teaft fo far as to afk them to go and hear the gofpel? Can we rediily 
hothing in our tempers and re in the world, fo as better tore: 
commend religion? Cannot we watch more? Cannot we fave a little 
more to give to the poor? Ina 
or poflibility left for our bein re meck, loving, an embling th 
To glorify God, and recommend by our example the teligion of the 
meek and lowly Jefus, are the chief ends for which it is worth while to 
live; but do we fufficiently puriife thefe ends? Even thefe chief ends of 
opr exiftence, are they in any good degree fo much as kept in view? Ah, | 
what have we done for God in the towns, villages, and families where we | 
refide? Chriftians are faid to be the ight of the world, and the /si of 
the earth——-do we an{fwer thefe characters? Is the world enlightened by | 
us? Does a favor of Chrift accemnDeay our fpirit and converfation ? Out 
bufinefs, as chriftians, is praética ly to be bolding forth the word of life 
Have we, by out earnefine/s, fufficiently held forth its importance ? oF O 
our chajfte converfation coupled with fear, its boly tendency? . Have we @ 
along, by a becoming jirmne/s of {pirit, made it evident, that religion is 
no locy, mean, oF bufinefs?. Have we, by a cheerful complaceng 
in God’s fervice,. gofpel, and providence, fufficiently held forth the 
excellency of his government, and the happy tendency of his holy religion! 
Doubrless, the moft holy and upright chriitians in thefe matters, will fod 
“great cafe for refleCtion, and room for amendment; but are there not 
Anany who {carcely ever think about them, or if they do, it only amounts 
‘to this, to figh, and backward, refting fatisfied with a few lifelefs 


, Amther caufe of declenfion, we apprehend, is, making the religion of 
orbers our Pantard, isfttad of the word of God.—The word. of God is the 
‘only fafe rule we have to go by, either in judging what is real religion) 
unfale to conclude ourfelves real chriltians becaufe we may have fuch 
ken of by fome whom we account good 
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fo it is unjuft to conclude that we have religion enough becaufe we may. 
{uppofe ourfelves to be equal to the generality of thofe that now pear that 
character. What if they be good men? they are not our ftandard—and 
what if their conyerfation in general be foch as gives them a reputation in 
the religious world? Chrift did not fay learn of tem, but learn of me. 
Or if in a meafure we are allowed to follow them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promifes, {till it is with this reltriction, as fay as they 
are of Chrift. | 

’ Alas, how much is the profefling part of mankind governed by ill 
example! If the queftion turns upon religious diligence, as, how often 
fhall I attend at the houfe of God? once or twice, on the Lord’s day? or 


frequently fhall my company at church-meetings, oppoftunities 


for prayer, and fuch like; is not the anfwer commonly governed by what 
others do in thefe cafes, rather than by what is right in itfelf ?—<So if it 
turns on /iderality, the queftion. isnot what am I able to {pare in this cafe, 
confiftent with all other obligations? but ‘ what does Mr. /uch a@ ong give? 
I thall do the fame as he does.’ Something of this kind may not be wrong, 
as a degree of proportion among friends is defirable ; but if carried’ to too 
great lengths, we mult beware leit our attention to precedent fhould: fo far 
exclude principle in the affair, as to render even what we do unacceptable 
in the fight of God.—So, if the queflion turns on any particular piece of 
condu&, whether it be defenfible or not, iuitead of fearching the bible, and 
praying to be lead in the narrow way of truth and righteoufnefs, how 
common is it,to hear fuch language as this—* Such and fuch good men 
do.fo; furely therefore, there can be no great harm in it.’ In fhort, \great 
numbers appear to be quite fatisfied if they are but about as ftrict and as 
ai other people with whom they are connected. | 

ny #/] effec?s appear evidently to arife from this quarter, Hence it is, 
for the want of bringing our religion and religious life to the teft of God’s 
holy word, we are in general, fo wretchedly deficient in a fenfe of our vaft 
and conflant defeats, have no /pirit to pre/s forward, but go on and on, 
without repentance for them, or fo much as @ thought of doing otherewife—— 
Hence alfo there is fo much wanity and /piritual pride among us. While 
we content ourfelves with barely keeping pace with one another, we may 
all become wretched idlers, and loofe walkers; and yet, as one is about 
8s good as another, each may think highly of himielf. whereas, bring 
him and his companions with him to the glafs of God’s holy word, and if 
they have any fenfibility left, they, mult fee their odious pilure, abhor 
themfelves, and. feel their former conduct as but too much refembling 
that of a company of evil confpirators who kept each other in coun- 
tenance.—Finally, To this it may be afcribed in part that fo many are 
conitagtly, waxing qwor/e and avorfe,, more and more loofe and carelefs in 
their fpirit and conduct For thofe who are contented not to do better 
than other people, generally allow themfelves to do a little worfe. An 
wnitator 1s, icarce ever known to equal an original in the good, but 
generally exceeds him in the bad; \yot only imitating his failings, but 
adding others to their number. If we would refemble any great and good 
man, we muft do a he does, and that is keep our eye upon the mark, and 
follow Chrift as our model. It is by this means that he has attained 10 be 
what he is, Here we thall be in no danger of Jearning any thing amuifs ; 
and truly we have failings enow of our own, in not conforming to the 
without deriving any.more from the imperfections of the model 


model, 
itfelf, 
| Once More—The want of confidering THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR 


Own 


| 
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OWN GOOD AND EVIL CONDUCT, #5, We apprebcnd, another great cau 
of declenfion in many people.—It is common for people on many occafions 
to think within themfelves in fome fuch manner as this—** What fignif 
my faults, or my efforts? They can weigh but little for or again the 
ablic good. What will my prayers avail? and what great lofs will be 
Rained by an individual occafionally omitting the duty of prayer 
or attendance on a church-meeting, or 1t may be, the public worfhip and 
ordinances of God? And what confequences will follow if one be g 
Kittle now and then off their watch—nobody 1s perfect, &c. &c.” This 
great more it is to be feared, if a thorough 
were made, wou u 
ound to lie at the of our common 
when an army goes forth to engage the enemy, ev 
be? it is but little execution that I can do; it will make but very little 
difference therefore, if I defert, or ftand neuter—there are enow to fight 
without me,”"—what would be the confequence? Would fuch reafoning 
be admitted ? Was it admitted in the cafe of the Reubenites, who =. 
ardly abode by their fheep-folds while their brethren jeoparded their lives 
wpon the high places in the field? Was not Merox curied with a bitter 
curfe becaute its inhabitants came not forth to the help of the Lord in the 
day of the mighty?* If an army wovld hope to obtain the victory 
every man fhould act as if the whole iffue of the battle depended upon his 
yarstaprh fo if ever things go well in a religious view, it will be when 
ots tee ty concerned to act as if he were the only one that remained'on 
We may think theeforts of an individual to be ‘Ring 
let not this atheiftical fpirit prevail over Thee. 
ipawn with that caft forth in the days of Job, when they afked-concernis ) 
pe Almighty, ‘* What profit thall we have if we pray onto him?” A 
ow; rate Abraham might have forbore interceding for Sodom, and Daniel 
in the captivity. James alfo muit be mittelcert in faying 
ae ~we ‘prayer of a fin le, individual, righteous man availeth much. 
= fe ammonpy this fpirit 1s not from above, but cometh of an evil heart 
a fort of thinking low of your 
for God, as to make you decline or leat to he ack 
mb ove in them! Great things frequently rife from {mall begin- 
es a ; me of the gréateft good that has ever been done in the world, 
espa et a going by the éfforts of an individual —witnefs the chriftian- 
a g° _& great part of the heathen world by the labours of a Paul, and 
sie tous reformation from popery begun by the ftruggles of a L tbe? 
ei ~ sa bear to tell what good may refult from one earneft wreltling 
pissalirs hrs one hearty exertion in his caufe, or from one inftance of 
ey an lowly {pirit, overcoming evil with good. Th is 
tog in our doings from whence we could | for fach eee anal 
1s pleafed frequently to crown our-poor fervi tot 
ward, Sach condudé may be, and often has been of ‘he 
30 hi a and eternal falvation of fouls; and who that ery vm brid ity 
not reckon this reward enough! A iis 
ings would ftir us all ap; minilfte 
ereattre; private chritti minilters to preach the gofpel to every 
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Again, we may think the faults of an individual to be trifting, but they 
are not fo. For the crime of Achan the army of Ifrael fuffered a defeat, and 
the whole camp could not go forward. Let-us tremble at the thought of 
being a dead weight to the fociety of which we are members!—Befides, the 
er tendency of fuch conduct is feen in its contagious influence, If 
continue to be governed by example, as they certainly will ina great degree, 
then there is no knowing what the confequences will be, nor where they 
will end. A fingle defect or flip, of which we may think but little at the 
time, may be copied by our children, fervants, neighbours, or friends, over 
and over again; yea it may be tranfmitted to poiterity, and pleaded as a 

recedent for evil when we are no more! Thus it may kindle a fire, which 
if we ourfelves are faved from it, may neverthelefs, burn to the loweft hell 
and aggravate the everlafting mifery of many around us, who are fiefh of 
our fiefh, and bone of our bone! | | 

Thefe, brethren, we apprehend are fome of the caufes, among many 
others, which have produced thofe declenfions which you and we lament. 
But what do we fay? Do we indeed lament them? If we do, it_will be 
natural for us to “a gon ** What thall we do? What means can be ufed 
towards their removal, and a happy revival?” Mf this be now indeed the 
object of our enquiry, we cannot do better than to attend to the advice of 
the great head of the church to a backfliding people—Remember from wheuca 
thou art fallen, and repent, aud do thy firft works.—Be watchful, and frengthen 
the things that remain that are ready to die.—Remember how thou haf received 
and beard, and hold faft, and repent!* Particularly, | 

Firft, Let us recollect? the beft periods of the chriftian church, and compare them 
with the prefent; and the beft parts of our own life, if we know when they 
avere, and co @ them with what we now are.—A recolleétion of the dif- 
intereited zeal, and godly fimplicity of the primitive chriftians, and their 


fSucceffors in after ages, millions of whom in Chrit’s caufe, loved not theig 


lives unto death, would furely make us loathe ourfelves for our deteftable 
lukewarmnefs! As proteflants, let us think of the fervent zeal, and holy 
piety of our reformers—think what objeéts they grafped, what difficulties 
they encountered, and what ends they obtained! As proteftant difenters, \et us 
refle& on the fpirit and conduct of our puritan and non-conforming anceltors, 
Think how they ferved God at the expence of all that was dear to them ia 
this world, and laid the foundation of our churches in woods, and dens, and 
caves of the earth! Say tov, was their love to God more than need be? Is the 
importance of things abated fince their death? Might not they have pleaded 
the danger and cruelty of the times in excufe for a non-appearance for God 
with much more feeming plaufibility than we can excufe our fpirit of bateful 
indifference? O let us remember from whence we are fallen, and repent! 

_ As to our owzn lives, if we are te chriftians, probably we can remember 
times wherein the great concerns of falvation feemed to eclipfe all other 
objects. We covenanted with God—we refigned over all to him—we loved 
to be his—wholly his rather than our own—we were willing to do any thing, | 
or become any thing, that fhould glorify his name. And is it fo now? Not 
but why not? .what iniquity have we found in him, that we are gone away 
backward? “« O, my people, faith the Lord, what have I done unto thee? 
f° wherein have I wearied thee? Teftify againft me! Have I been a hard 
> mafter?:or a churlifh father? or a faithlefs friend? Have I not been 

tient enough with you, or generous enough towards you? Could I have 


_ ¥ done any thing more for you that I have not done? Was the covenant 


i you made with me a hard bargain? was it hard on your fide for me ta be 
made fin, who knew no fin, that you might be made the righteoutnefs of 
_, aod in me? ‘Were the rewards of my fervice fuch as you could not live 
Spon? Ts it better with you now than then chriftian reades! 
paute awhile ; lay afide the paper, and retire before God} reflect, and pour 


out thy foul befcre him—Say unto him, O Lord, righteoufnefs belongeth 


unto thee, but unto us confufion af face! Thus, thus remember fro 
whence thou art fallen, and repent 


But do not ftop here—think it not fufficient that we lament and mousy 
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‘departures front God; we muft return to him with full purpoféof 
eena adios then the things that remain which are ready to dte. Cheritha 
reater Jove to the truths of God—pay an invariable regard to the difcipling 
of his houfe—cultivate love to one another—frequently mingle fouls 
frequently afflembling yourfelves together—encourage a meek, humble, and 
favoury {pirit, rather than a curious one—Thefe are fome of the things 
among us that are ready to die! ‘To this it 1s added, f it | 
Do thy avorks.—Fill wp your places in God’s worfhip with» that 
earneftne(s and conftancy as when you were firft feeking after the falvation 
of your fouls—fiee from thofe things, which con{cience, in its molt tender 
and bet informed flate, durft not meddle with, though fince perhaps 
may have become trifling in your eyes—walk in your tamily, in the wort 
and in. the church, with God always before you—live in love, meeknefs; 
and forbearance with one another—whatever your hands find yon to 
do, do it with all your might; feeking to promote, by ail means, the 
yefent and eternal welfare of all around you. : 
Finally, brethren, let us not forget to intermingle prayer with all we do, 
Our need of God's Holy Spirit to enable us to do any thing, and every 
thing truly good, fhould excite us to this. Without his bleffing all means 
are without efficacy, and every effort for revival will be in vain. Conftantly 
and earneftly, therefore, lef us approach his throne. Take all occafions 


—efpecially for clofet prayer; here, it any where, we thall get freth {trength, 


and maintain a. life of communion with God. Our Lord Jefus ufed fre 
quently to retire into a.mountain alone for prayer; he, therefore, that isa 
follower of Chritt, muft follow him in this important duty. : 
Dearly beloved brethren, farewell! Unto him that is able to keep you © 
from falling, and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefence of his glory 
witli exceeding joy--To the only wife God our Saviour, be glory and 
majeity, dominion and power, both now and ever, Amem 
; | Sigaed in behalf of the aflociation, by. 


JOHN RYLAND, jun. Moderator 
BREVIATE S. 


- Tuefday Evening we met atthe ufual hour, and after fpending fome time in prayer 
a Moderator was chofen, the letters from the churches were read, and minutes cakes 


of their contents, and the opportunity concluded with prayer. 

_ Wednefday Morning between fix and feven met for prayer ; four brethren enganet 
in the opportunity.— The public meeting began about ten. Brother Burton, 
Sutton-Afhfield, prayed; after which brother Fuller, of Kettering, gave fome accourt 
of the nature and defign of-the affociation. Brother Ryland, jun. of Northampton, 
then preached from Hai. xxvi. 13. latfer part. We have mot wrou deliverante i 
the earth, neither have the inbabitants of the world falien. Brother Weit, of Scbam, 
prayed, and brother Hail, of Arniby, preached from Plal. cxviii. 25. Save now, 1 be 


Seecd thee, O Lord: O Lord, I befeech thee fend now rof[perity! and concluded in prayét 


- At fix in the evening brother Jones, of Lincoln, began in prayer. Brother Sutclift,. 
Olney, preached from 1 John iii. 2. And every barb bope in bint, pu 

‘dim as beis pure; and concluded im prayer. 

urfday morning we met again for prayer, communicating experiences, fettling 

the bufinefs of the affvciatian fund, witha other things; the outlines of 
‘affociation letter, drawn up by our brother F uller, were read and approved, A 
awelye the affociation was concluded in prayer by the Moderator. Wie, 


' State of the Churches fince the laft affociation, 


Added on a profeffion of faith 2: Dead 
By letter of recommendation - 1 Dif{miffed'to other churches’ 2 
Tt was refoleed, without any hefitation, to rayer on the 
rit Monday evening in every kalendar month. heard with pleafore 
teveral churches not affociation, and fome of other denominations, have uni 
‘with us in this.matter... May God give us all hearts to-perfeyere: If our petitions 


by any remarkable out-pourings of the Spirit, they may by 42 


a may in time to come; or if not, at 
there is profit in the elf to be its own reward. But God hati 


never yet faid to the e my face in vain. 

at Northampton on Wednefday in Whitlam 
Hopper, of to preachi 
er, and brother Sutcliff, of 
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‘THE 
AUTHORITY and SANCTIFICATION 
OF THE 


LO R - D 


CIRCULAR LETTER 


BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 
Affembled at NorTHAM TON, Fune 6, 7, and 8, 1786: FE 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of Three equal Perfons in 
* . the Godhead ; éternal and perfonal Ele&tion ; original Sin; particular’ 
_ Redemption ; free Juftification by the Imputation of Chrift’s Righteouf- 
nefs; efficacious Grace in Regeneration ; the final Perfeverance of the 
Saints, and the Independency t Congregational Order of the Churches 


of Chrift inviolabiy. 


To the feveral Churches’ they teprefent; or have received Letters from, 
meeting at Codnor, Sutton-Afhfield, Nottingham, Sheepfhead, 
Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, Foxton, Clipfton, Oak- 
ham, Spalding, Soham, Kettéring, Walgrave, Guilfborough, 
Northampton, Road, Olney, and. St. Alban’s; alfo many other 
Churches, not yet in the Affociation, who, notwithitanding, 
countenance it by the Attendance of their Minifters, and many of 
their Members, | 


Dear Brethren! | 


HROUGH the goodnefs of God, we met together at the time and 
place appointed; and have the felicity of being able to add, that 
We met in love, received pleafure and profit from our interview, and 
parted in peace. A moderator being chofen, one of the brethren in- 
troduced the affociation with prayer. The letters from the churches were 
then read. The contents, as ufual, were various; but, on the whole, 
were judged to be more encouraging, than for feveral years’back, Some 
indeed brought complaints of deadnefs in the church, and want of com 
_Verfion in the congregation. May the Lord revive and bujid up thof 
parts of Zion! Others contained intelligence of a more pleafing kind ; 
a meafure of profperity being evidently enjoyed in feveral places. May 
the Lord make thankful, and keep humble! ©The monthly meetings of 
Bas for the general {pread of the gofpel, appear to be kept up with 
degree of {pirit,* T his, we hope, will yet be the cafe. ianis' 


| ihe or an account of them, fee our letter for the year 1784. And brother Fuller’s 


on, entitled, “* The Nature and J nee of walking by Faith,” Sold b 
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